
What can you do?
*Sign the petition to get the charges against Cece dropped!*

http://www.change.org/petitions/free-cece-we-re-looking-at-you-michael-
freeman-drop-the-charges-against-cece-mcdonald

*Write Cece a letter!*
Public Safety Facility

Chrishaun Reed McDonald #2011014667
401 South 4th Avenue

Suite 100
Minneapolis, MN 55415

*Talk some shit!*
Call Michael Freeman at 612-348-5540, fax at 612-348-2042, and 

email at citizeninfo@co.hennepin.mn.us
Call Marlene Senechal at 612-348-5561, fax at 612-348-3061, and

email at citizeninfo@co.hennepin.mn.us

Remember to remain polite but assertive. Some key points 
to mention in your calls, emails, and faxes are:

•Identify yourself as a supporter, friend, family member, or community 
member calling about Ms. Chrishaun McDonald’s case.

•Tell the County Attorney’s Office why you’re concerned: 
Ms. McDonald was the target of a hate crime, but she was singled

 out for aggressive prosecution after the attack.
•County Attorney Freeman has declined to press charges in cases 

like this at least three times already this year. Remind him that he has 
the power to drop the charges against Ms. McDonald.

•Tell Freeman and Senechal not to side with Ms. McDonald’s white 
supremacist attackers: drop the charges against Ms. McDonald.

*Get Involved!*
Contact mpls4cece@gmail.com to get involved 

with the folks in Cece’s community.

Visit supportcece.wordpress.com to donate money 
or for more information.
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Who is CeCe?
 CeCe McDonald is a 23-year-old African American transgender woman 
who lives in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Before being attacked and subse-
quently arrested, CeCe had been a student, studying fashion at Minneapolis 
Community and Technical College . Prior to her arrest, CeCe also spent 
much of her time helping to take care of her chosen family of younger Afri-
can American queers, with whom she lived. CeCe’s family describes her as a 
leader, a role model and a loyal friend.
 

What Happened?
 On June 5th, 2011 CeCe and some of her friends, all young, black, and 
queer, were walking to the grocery store in their neighborhood in South 
Minneapolis. On their way to the store they walked passed a bar called the 
Schooner Tavern. A few older white folks were hanging outside the bar’s 
side door. As CeCe and her friends passed by, the group of older white folks 
began to harass them, calling them “faggots,” “niggers,” “chicks with dicks,” 
and accusing them of dressing as women in order to rape straight men. 
Instead of silently accepting these expressions of white supremacy, hetero-
sexism and transphobia, CeCe and her friends confronted the group, telling 
them that they would not tolerate hateful comments. When CeCe ap-
proached the group one of the white women standing outside of the bar said 
“I’ll take you bitches on” and smashed her glass into CeCe’s face, puncturing 
her cheek all the way through and lacerating her salivary gland. A fight then 
ensued, during which one of the attackers, Dean Schmitz, was killed.  When 
the police showed up, CeCe was the only person arrested. 

What’s happening with Cece’s trial?
On January 4th, CeCe McDonald was told by her attorney that a bench 
warrant was issued for her, for two alleged violations of her conditions of 
release. This included supposed tampering with her electronic monitoring 
device despite there being no evidence presented that it wasn’t a mechani-
cal issue. The other was for testing positive for THC in a drug test. Judge 
Moreno ruled against CeCe on January 4th, and set her bail at $500,000. 
Her trial is not scheduled to start until April 30, 2012.

What could happen?
Currently, Cece is facing two counts of second degree murder, each of 
which can carry a maximum sentence of 22 years in jail. Essentially she 
is facing 22 years in jail for fighting back against a hate crime that would 

have likely ended in her own death, and did result in a severe wound to her 
face. Should Cece be convicted, this case would be another example of the 
‘justice’ system demonizing a transgender woman of color, while protecting 
the white, cis-gendered men and women who attacked her. It is the court 
re-creating the systemic violence that transgender women of color face 
everyday.

Why does it matter?
 CeCe was the target of an act of racist and transphobic violence. How-
ever, the police and the criminal justice system have not been a resource 
in attempting to confront this violence. Instead, they have punished CeCe 
for standing up to racism and transphobia. For the past nine months the 
violence that occurred on the 5th of June has been compounded by the 
violence of the Prison Industrial Complex (PIC), which has denied CeCe 
access to appropriate treatment for injuries sustained during the attack 
and placed her in solitary confinement ”for her own safety.” It is clear that 
the PIC is not interested in the safety of queer people, transgender people, 
or people of color, and it is clearly not interested in confronting racism or 
transphobia, which ensure a steady stream of new inmates and a steady 
increase in profits.
 
Many politicians and non-profit groups attempt to address violence against 
queer and transgender people by increasing funding to police and pass-
ing laws that strengthen a reliance on the PIC. These groups argue that 
police, prisons and passing tougher laws against hate crimes protect queer 
and transgender people because they provide legal avenues for addressing 
individual incidences of violence. However, strengthening the PIC often 
only protects more privileged queers (often white cis-men), at the expense 
of queer and transgender people of color, and low-income people, who are 
already targeted by the police and the PIC for a variety of reasons.
 
While CeCe’s case may be far away from New York City, racism, transpho-
bia and the PIC are everywhere and CeCe’s case is not an isolated incident. 
Violence against queer and transgender people is on the rise in NYC and so 
are incarceration rates. The police do not protect everyone. We must sup-
port and protect each other, while at the same time working to destroy the 
institutions that ensure the perpetuation of violence against queer people, 
transgender people, and people of color.
 


